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Stimulus: “Something that excites to action.” 
Because of the Pandemic shutdowns and closures, 

with resulting job losses, the US government decided 
some stimulating was in order for the economy. Un-
doubtedly, some of the stimulus checks did go to 
people who were having a hard time, but a lot of them 
went to those who were facing no difficulty whatso-
ever. In the end, about half or more of the American 
population did receive extra money. And that is where 
stimulating the economy came in. People with extra 
cash need to decide what to do with it. It was “burning 
a hole in their pockets” as the old saying goes, and 
most folks felt motivated to do something with it.

One report said about 
a third of the stimulus 
money went toward debt 
reduction, one third to-
ward investments, boost-
ing the stock market, and 
the other third was spent. 
Here comes the local 
economy boost. Business 
was stimulated because 
of those extra thou-
sands of dollars floating around. Some items were 
so bought up they became hard to find. Production 
could not keep after the situation. People had to wait 
a long time to receive some common items. It seems 
like the stimulus plan really did do something. Was it 
all good? I will let you decide.

God has been trying to stimulate you:   “Something 
that excites to action.” 

Are you a believer? Would you call yourself a Chris-
tian? Remember that Jesus said  “Not everyone that 
saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 

heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven.” Are you still on fire for Him? Are you “fervent 
in Spirit, serving the Lord”? Or have you cooled off? Re-
member, He does not approve of the “lukewarm” ones 
(Revelations 3:16). How is He stimulating you? He will 
through His Word, if you read it. He also works through 
good messages, other people, and through His Holy 
Spirit, speaking into your conscience. Is His stimulus 
plan for you working? I will let you decide.

Are you an unbeliever? Someone who would not 
call yourself a Christian? The Lord is trying also to 
stimulate you to action. He has given you things to 
use to change your spiritual economy. He has given 

you a sense of right and 
wrong with a strong belief 
that wrong is not good. 
Remember when some-
one did something wrong 
to you? You did not have 
any problem recognizing 
it as trash, and something 
that should never be! 
God does not like wrong 
either, He calls it sin. He 

has also given you the ability to desire and appreci-
ate love. Remember, God loves you more than any 
human ever has or can. “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life”(John 3:16).  God wants to save you from your 
sins so you can be with Him for all eternity. He has 
also written a letter for you to read that explains it all 
more carefully. It is called the Bible. Will you follow His 
stimulus plan for you? If you do you will never regret 
it. I will let you decide. 

Will you follow  
GOD’S STIMULUS 
plan for you?



Your Permanent Records!
 by Roger L. Berry
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I remember from high school the feeling of fear 
that would rise up within me whenever I heard some-
one refer to my “permanent records.” In those days, 
our permanent records were a sheaf of papers some-
where in a file cabinet in the principal’s office. Today 
they would be hidden away in a computer file some-
where.

One of the most important entries into my perma-
nent records each year was a copy of my grades. I sus-
pected also that any serious infractions of the school 
rules would also get recorded. We students were 
never allowed to peer into our permanent records, 
but they were predestined to follow us wherever we 
would go. Those records would tell colleges and em-
ployers whether or not they should accept us or hire 
us.

One of the scary things about those permanent re-
cords was the fact that they could never be erased. No 
amount of reform or “turning over new leaves” could 
dispel the influence of the things I had done.

Since those days many laws have been passed 
somewhat limiting the effect of such permanent re-
cords and allowing us to access them more easily. I 
could, no doubt, go back to my high school and re-
quest a personal copy of those records. I might even 
discover my IQ!

The computer age has introduced new and scary 
concerns about our records. Computer hackers may 
well be able to break into very private information 
such as our bank accounts, credit card information, 
and the like. For those who get involved in the many 
social sites on the Internet, the danger of private in-
formation (if shared with “friends”) may well get into 
the hands of people who are not friends. New laws 
and ways of trying to protect such information cannot 
keep up with the frightening possibilities of exposure. 

Some of the most hidden evidence of our lives and 
actions may be revealed to others and could incrim-
inate us. We see this repeatedly happening in the 
political realm as aspiring politicians rise only to be 
silenced by the revelation of information they thought 
was hidden from public view. It may be that some 
convicting evidence can be kept hidden indefinitely. 
However the truth usually comes out. 

However, there is one set of permanent records 
that cannot be altered or hidden. They are God’s 
permanent records. Many people are completely 
unaware of this set of records, but they should strike 
terror to the heart of anyone who is not right with 
God. These records are described in the Bible. “I saw 

the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in the books, 
according to their works” (Revelation 20:12). 

The things that we have said and done, and even 
the things that we have meditated on in secret will 
one day be revealed in the presence of a holy God. 
If we have done what is right and have surrendered 
our lives to God, we will not face condemnation. If we 
have done what is wrong, we will suffer the conse-
quences.

Unlike many of our “permanent records” here on 
earth, there is a way to “alter” these records so that the 
incriminating evidence will not be held against us. “If 
we walk in the light [of God], as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 
1:7).

In order to “alter” God’s records, we need to con-
fess our sins, repent of them, and surrender our lives 
to Jesus Christ. “Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 
55:7). 

Permanent records and even computerized re-
cords of our actions and business dealings pale into 
insignificance beside the books that will one day be 
opened to judge you and me. Where do you stand? 
Take Jesus’ way and you will be delivered from the 
fear of the consequences of your permanent records.
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About . . . Fear
by Ellis Kropf

What Does the Bible Say?

A recent world event that brought economic uncer-
tainties and the possible death of thousands, brought 
fear to the hearts of many. Fear is the result of sin. Sin 
brought into the human experience sickness, pesti-
lence, famine, wars, and suchlike. 

When the gods of science, technology, and Wall 
Street fail to control these events, men fear. Jesus 
spoke of times like these when “men’s hearts [are] fail-
ing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26). 

Carnal men fear many things. They fear rejec-
tion, loss of possessions, loss of position, and loss of 
health. In their quiet moments or in the face of death, 
they fear God’s judgment. “Who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 
2:15). 

Imagination can bring fear. We imagine that the 
latecomer has had an accident, or that the discomfort 
in our body is fatal. While these things can be, many 
times our imaginations magnify them. Feeding on 
world news fuels the fearful imaginations. “Fear hath 
torment” (1 John 4: 18). 

Fear brings reactionary, desperate responses. 
When the stock market collapsed in 1929, some men 
jumped from high buildings to their death. When the 
Philippian jailer feared that his charges had escaped, 
he drew his sword to take his life. 

Fear of men brings a snare (Proverbs 29:25). It can 
cause men to be untruthful, or to deny their Lord as 
Peter did, or to not openly stand for truth as Joseph 
of Arimathea, who was a secret disciple for fear of 
the Jews (John 19:38). The enemies of Nehemiah at-
tempted to instill fear in his heart to hinder his good 
work. “For they all made us afraid .... Let us meet to-
gether in the house of God, ... for they will come to 
slay thee.” His noble response of faith was, “Should 
such a man as I flee?” (Nehemiah 6:9-11). 

The same enemy attempts to bring fear into the 

hearts of God’s people today. He brings doubts and 
questions. How can we function without the latest of 
inventions? He causes men to deny and disobey, with 
doubts of how the principles of truth can be lived in a 
modern world. 

The question that arises in the midst of fearful world 
events is, how does the Christian feel about and relate 
to them? and to fear? 

We each have a God-given fear that keeps us from 
doing foolish, dangerous things. We do not walk on 
the edge of high cliffs, we stand back from moving 
equipment, we wear protective goggles, we drive 
carefully, and we stay out of the lion’s cage. This fear, 
while protecting us, does not keep us from obeying 
God or performing our God given duties. We are not 
among those who say, “There is a lion [in the street], I 
shall be slain” (Proverbs 22:13). 

The Christian brings his fears to rest in the sov-
ereignty of his heavenly Father. Through all of life’s 
good or bad, “the steps of a good man are ordered by 
the Lord” (Psalm 37:23). As someone wrote, “There 
are no accidents with God.” As long as we function in 
obedience to the will of God, “all things work together 
for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

If God’s word can keep the planets 
To their speeding courses true, 
Shall I doubt for just a moment 
That He’s guiding my way too? 

What a security the saint has as he lives in a world 
of fear. What a place of rest to cast his care on God. 
What a joy to lean on God’s everlasting arms, to re-
member his heavenly Father’s words “Fear not .... 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee” (Isaiah 43:1-2). And the words of Jesus to His 
disciples as they feared a life-threatening storm: “Why 



are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?” (Mark 4:40). 
If we can say like David of old, “The Lord is my light and my salvation,” then we can 

say, “Whom shall I fear? ... Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear” (Psalm 27:1-3). And from under the shadow of the Almighty we need not 
be “afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the 
pestilence that walketh in darkness” (Psalm 91:5-6). 

Although fear has torment, faith in God, love for God, and obedience to 
God bring rest. “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear” 
(1 John 4:18). 

While fear keeps us from obeying the will of God, faith gives us 
strength to move ahead in spite of earthly fear. By faith Moses’ parents 
acted; “they were not afraid of the king’s commandment” (Hebrews 
11 :23). By faith Moses “forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king” (Hebrews 11 :27). By faith the early Christians “went every 
where preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). By faith  Christian Martyrs 
have stood for their faith.. By faith men have smuggled Bibles into 
dangerous lands. While the flesh feared, faith overcame. They 
grasped the promise of God in Revelation 2:10: “Fear none of 
those things.” Paul assured Timothy that God does not give the 
“spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” 
(2 Timothy 1:7). The child of God performs his duties, in spite 
of physical danger. He obeys God and accepts the conse-
quences. 

Jesus put fear in its proper spiritual perspective when he 
said, “Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Jesus goes 
on and tells his audience that they need not fear the 
physical aspects of life, as God cares for sparrows, and 
people are of far greater value than many sparrows. 

As calamities of whatever form move across the 
world scene, may God’s people not fear, not lose their 
faith in God’s sovereign power, not fail to obey His 
Word, and not lose their testimony to a fearful world. 
But rather, “look up, and lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28). 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

From The Christian Contender, Used by Permission of 
Rod and Staff Publishers, PO  Box 3, Crockett, KY
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Evidences of the World that Perished
by Elvin Stauffer

ThThe e BBiibbllee  && Science Science

“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that… the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 
But the heavens and earth which are now... are… reserved unto fire against the day of judgment” (2 Peter 3:5-7)

Increasing knowledge, new discoveries, and cor-
rected interpretations of physical features in geol-
ogy are confirming a Biblical view of our earth. More 
physical formations are being recognized as effects of 
large volumes of water. As more Bible believing sci-
entists analyze the geologic formations they see that 
they fit the Bible record best. 

The historical record of the deluge (Noah’s flood) 
is given in Genesis chapter 6, 7, 8 and is confirmed at 
other places in the Bible. Jesus spoke of it as a fact in 
Matthew 24:37-39  and Luke 17:26, 27. Peter says men 
are willingly ignorant that deny it (2 Peter 3:3-7).

The Ark of Salvation
God commanded Noah to build an ark to save the 

human race and all the animal kinds (2 Peter 2:5).
God’s decree is given in Genesis 6:17-19. “I do bring 
a flood,” and the purpose was “to destroy all flesh.” 
Noah’s assignment was to build an ark to save himself 
and his three sons and their wives. A pair of all the 
animal creatures were also brought in.  The record 
goes on to say, “Thus did Noah according to all that 
God commanded him” (Genesis 6:22).

Despite the whole world being covered with water 
these eight people were saved. “All the high hills that 
were under the whole heaven were covered.” (The 
high mountains had not yet pushed up). 

To those who are not closed to it, increasing ev-
idence fits God’s record in the Bible.  However, 
whether evolutionist or Bible believing creationist, 
preconceived dogma can obscure objectivity. What 
are the facts? 

Sedimentary Rock Layers
In road cuts through mountains you can see the 

multiple layers of rock: red, tan, gray, brown etc. 
that are under our feet. These rock layers are up 
to twelve miles deep on the Tibetan plateau. 
At other places like east of the Hudson Bay 
in Canada, the bare bed rock is exposed. 
These sedimentary rocks were laid down 

as muds with flora and fauna (plants and animals) in 
many of them. These muds then hardened by three 
methods; compaction, drying out, and cementing 
action. Fossils of all kinds of creatures are found 
entombed in them today around the world. Plants, 
animals, birds, insects, reptiles, fish, dinosaurs, amoe-
bas, and even bacteria. It was evidently a world with 
creatures like ours but with many more which have 
become extinct since then. Geology is a record of the 
first world that perished with all its inhabitants.

Coal Layers
Layers of vegetation and forests were buried and 

compressed. Between mud layers, coal was formed. 
It got very hot (like damp hay does in a barn), but in 
the absence of oxygen it turned to coal without burn-
ing up. I found hard reddish rock nodules in the coal 
debris at the mine diggings here in Schuylkill County, 
Pennsylvania. When I crack them apart the center is 
crystalized pyrite (fool’s gold) showing the molten 
state they were in from the heat.

Coal is found in most countries around the world, 
showing that vegetation was buried worldwide. In our 
mountains the most common plants are ferns. But 
there is also wood (tree trunks), tropical 
trees, bark, rhizomes (roots), 
and various 

Rainbow Bridge  
National Monument



leaf prints. The prints are fresh and clear showing a 
quick burial. There is no wilting or degeneration. 

Reservoirs of Oil
Oil and gas deposits are found under every conti-

nent and ocean of the world. Scientists recognize oil 
as a fossil fuel, having its origin in decaying plant and 
animal life trapped in pockets of water between the 
rock layers. The biblical event of a worldwide flood 
which drowned all life and buried it in sedimentary 
layers an average of 2 ½ miles deep around the world, 
is an obvious explanation for these deposits. These 
mixtures of organic solutions in time then turned to 
oil. Oil rises to the top of water but as the mud layers 
hardened to rock the oil was trapped and under pres-
sure. Oil prospectors find domes in the rock layers 
and drill into them. The first ‘gusher’ occurred when 
they drilled thru a rock dome in the Spindletop field in 
Texas. Eight hundred thousand barrels of oil spewed 
out before they got it capped.

In the late 1800’s oil wells were drilled in western 
Pennsylvania and it was soon widely used in kerosene 
lanterns and automobiles. Since Noah’s flood and its 
destruction world-wide oil was subsequently discov-
ered in many countries around the world with some 
of the largest amounts in the Middle East. 

Erosion Features
The effects of the worldwide destruction of the 

flood left many erosion features on a scale not seen 
in our times. The Grand Coulee and the channeled 
scablands of eastern Washington State formed a few 
hundred years after the flood when the ice sheets on 
western Canada melted. They are the result of 550 
cubic miles of melt water that was released from an 
impounded lake in Montana. This Lake Missoula built 
up when an ice dam formed in the chimney of Idaho. 
This tongue of ice pushed down the Purcell pass in 
Canada and cut off the Flathead River. When the 
water rose to float its ice dam, in about 48 hours this 
volume of water gushed across Washington State, 

down into the Willamette Valley of Ore-
gon and out onto the Pacific Ocean 

plate.

Other erosion features such as Grand Canyon, 
Grand Coolie, Purgatory Gulch, and the deep river 
channels in Siberia to the Arctic Ocean, formed in the 
centuries after the flood. Water gushing off rising con-
tinents and melting ice sheets had catastrophic effects. 

Sandstone Arches
A recent magazine article on “Arches National Park” 

says there are over 2,000 arches in the park. A few are 
large enough to attract tourists. Pictures show how de-
spite the massive erosion evident in their formation the 
area beneath and around the arches is swept clean. 
This proves a massive volume of water gushed through 
the area and carried the debris away.  One arch, ‘Win-
dow Arch’ is at least 100 ft. high. Another arch is very 
thin because a large mass of rock fell off the bottom in 
1991. If these arches were formed millions of years ago, 
as evolutionists say, they would not be standing yet.

The Great Syria/Africa Rift
This crack in the earth’s surface, probably formed 

in the great flood, is not from erosion like the Grand 
Canyon. It reaches from Lebanon, above Israel, and 
4,000 miles down to Malawi on the lower west side of 
Africa. The Sea of Galilee is 400 feet below sea level 
and going down the Jordan River, the Dead Sea is 
about 1,300 feet below sea level. It is another 1,300 
feet to the bottom of the Dead Sea. There is black 
volcanic rock, bitumen, and hot sulfur springs around 
the Dead Sea and the Sea of Galilee showing the ther-
mal features below the area. Mt. Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
largest volcano, also sits on this rift.

“The World That Now Is…”
God said before he judged the first world with the 

flood.” My spirit shall not always strive with man” (Gen-
esis 6:3). This is true of our world today also.  “The 
heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men” (2 
Peter 3:7). Jesus said, “Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be” (Revelation 22:12).

God has not lost control of His creation. When 
the elements melt with fervent heat it will be at His 
discretion. He is working to bring whosoever will to 
repentance and salvation. Even now as Christian be-
lievers are being slain in pagan countries, there are 
also those who in simple faith are accepting Jesus 
Christ and are being saved. They are saved the same 
as the thief on the cross beside Jesus who only had 
the works of repentance and confession (Luke 23: 42, 
43). Jesus said to the repentant one, “Today shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise.”

Resources: The Bible: Genesis 6, 7, 8 and many associated references.
World Book Encyclopedia – Oil, Petroleum, Coal
Acts & Facts – February 2021
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The Importance of Friends to the Family
by J. Luke Martin

The  
Christian Home Series

Friends are people who stick by us no matter 
what happens. They care about us. They love us. 
They understand us. They rejoice with us. They suf-
fer with us.

Every family needs friends. We need friends who 
inspire us to be true to God and to our ideals. We 
need friends who will not overlook our faults and 
our mistakes, who will correct and encourage us in 
a positive way. “Let the righteous smite me; it shall 
be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an 
excellent oil” (Psalm 141:5).

Friendship implies a close, intimate, open, on-
going relationship. God spoke to Moses as a man 
speaks to his friend (Exodus 33:11). Abraham was 
known as the friend of God. He believed God and 
talked with Him. He walked with God and obeyed 
him. Abraham entrusted his life into the hands of 
the all-powerful God and received the reward of 
God’s friendship.

Great men and women of the Bible surrounded 
themselves with close friends. A little-known man 
named Hushai was King David’s friend. When Da-
vid’s son Absalom betrayed his father and treach-
erously seized the kingdom from his father, God 
used Hushai to give Absalom advice that led to his 
defeat.

One of the best Bible stories of true friendship is 
the account of a young man named Jonathan who 
befriended David. Jonathan was the son of King 
Saul who was David’s archenemy. Jonathan was 
the heir to his father’s throne but willingly ceded 
that to David and stood with David when his father 

tried to kill him. This friendship lasted to the next 
generation. After Jonathan died, David cared for 
Jonathan’s son as if he were one of his own sons.

Jesus Christ, while on earth, surrounded himself 
with an inner circle of close friends. Three of them, 
Peter, James, and John, accompanied Him on mis-
sions that witnessed the intense love, power, and 
struggle of the Son of God. Though these friends 
sometimes failed Christ, He never failed them.

The Impact of a Father’s Friends
“Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake 

not” (Proverbs 27:10). 
I can never thank God enough for my father’s 

friends. My father was accidentally killed when I 
was one year old. I have no recollections of him, but 
his close friends made a positive impact on my life. 
They constantly looked out for the needs of my wid-
owed mother and nine siblings. Not a week went by 
but that one of them would stop by and make sure 
our needs were met.

My father’s friends were godly men. They lived 
by Biblical principles and encouraged us to make 
right choices in life. They were wise men. They 
taught us and showed us by example, that truth is 
strong and that love is more powerful than hate. 
They taught us that self-sacrifice is more honorable 
than self-interest. They demonstrated the proverb 
that says, “A friend loveth at all times, and a brother 
is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17).

My father’s friends provided a community of 
suitable companions who cared about our morals, 
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ethics, and social behavior. As young people, we 
needed mentors to warn us of the spiritual dan-
gers that faced us. The watchful eye of these caring 
friends was a deterrent to wrong living and a posi-
tive pressure to bring out the best in us.

The Influence of a Mother’s Friends
My mother’s friends were sympathetic, devout, 

and modest women. They conscientiously obeyed 
1 Timothy 5:14, “I will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the house, give 
none occasion to the adversary to speak reproach-
fully.” They did not flaunt themselves indecently or 
spurn their husbands’ authority. Their adornment 
was an inner beauty, “the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3:4).

My mother’s friends make their homes attrac-
tive places to visit. We felt peace, security, and 
contentment when we were there. Their hospital-
ity made us feel welcome. Their reserve excited 
no lust or passion. Their tenderness added beauty 
to life. They impressed us with their marriage rela-
tionships, showing 
us that marriage 
can be pure and 
wholesome as God 
intended it to be.

My mother’s 
friends encour-
aged my mother 
who had to carry 
the weight of rais-
ing ten children 
without a husband 
to help her. They 
counseled her and 
helped her in her heavy responsibility.

The Treachery of False Friends
Beware of the flattery and enticement of false 

friends. He is no friend who smiles at evil or sug-
gests compromising principles at the expense of 
truth. King David’s son, Amon, had such a friend, his 
first cousin. This cousin advised Amon to commit 
incest with his half-sister Tamar. The consequences 
were a disgraced Tamar, an angry father, a bitter 
brother, and a dead son.

The Biblical wise man admonished his son to 
make no friendship with an angry man (Proverbs 
22:24). The Apostle Paul warned his friends that 
“evil communications [companionship] corrupt 
good manners” (1 Corinthians 15:33). The Sav-
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ, suffered the betrayal of 
Judas, who claimed to be His friend. He knew the 
pain of such treachery.

Find Good Friends
Where can you go to find good friends? It 

seems that the world is full of falsehood and 
treachery. You can be sure of finding good 
friends when you accept and follow Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God who loves us all and gave His life 
for us. Even if we have few other friends, He offers 
a friendship that brings us peace and happiness 
we could never experience otherwise. When we 
follow Jesus Christ, we become part of a group 
of people who also follow Him. We become part 
of the family of God the Bible calls “the house-
hold of faith.” We need to accept Jesus Christ as 
Lord and Saviour and seek friendship and en-
couragement from His people. We need to seek 
a household of faith, church and Christian friends 
who obey the Bible, live by its principles, and en-
courage and stand by each other through life’s 
struggles.  

Be Worthy of Good Friends
“A man that hath friends must shew himself 

friendly” (Prov-
erbs 18:24). True 
friendship is recip-
rocal. You cannot 
expect more than 
you can give. Take 
time each day to 
be a faithful friend 
and pray for your 
friends. Send a 
note of sympathy 
or encouragement 
to the friend who is 
hurting. Make the 

phone call to distant friends who need to know that 
someone cares. Provide a meal for a busy man or 
a sick neighbor.

True friendship crosses over racial and cultural 
barriers. It knows no age limit. Befriend the elderly 
and the feeble. Take your children with you when 
you visit them. I am amazed at the expression of 
pleasure in the face of an elder person when he 
meets an infant or child. It helps them forget their 
pain and focus on others.

Being a true friend is a good example for those 
you influence. It helps them know how to be good 
friends and also what kind of friends to choose. 
Eternity will reveal the impact of true friendship. 
May we be good friends and find good friends to 
encourage us through life. Most importantly, may 
we find the greatest friend of all, Jesus Christ who 
“is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov-
erbs 18:24). 

May we be good friends  
AND FIND GOOD FRIENDS 

to encourage us through life.
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Accidents? 
by Roger L. Berry

The World Today

Accidents are extremely common in our world. 
Some are not so serious but others can even lead to 
permanent injury or death. I personally knew a man 
who was paralyzed from the neck down because 
something fell on him at a worksite. He lived for many 
years as his wife cared for him. Their faith in God 
helped them deal with this disappointment and they 
encouraged many others who suffered lesser disap-
pointments. 

The English word “accident” comes from the Latin 
word accidens which 
literally means “a non-
essential happening.” It 
also refers to an unfore-
seen and unplanned 
event. Accidents are also 
looked upon as unfor-
tunate events resulting 
from carelessness or ig-
norance. Accidents often 
bring injuries.

Accidents have raised 
many questions in peo-
ple’s minds. Why does 
God allow accidents? Is 
God using accidents to punish people for their wrong-
doings? Do Christians suffer fewer accidents because 
God somehow protects them from accidents? 

In Luke 13:3-5 Jesus told about a tower that fell on 
18 people and killed them all. “Those eighteen, upon 
whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think 
ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jerusalem?” Someone may have asked Him if this 
happened because these people were ungodly. Or 
Jesus may have realized that this is what some peo-
ple around him were thinking. But Jesus replied, “I 
tell you, Nay [No!]: but, except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” All people need to repent of sin and 

get right with God, not just people who have had 
accidents.

God is not necessarily punishing people with ac-
cidents but there are things that everyone can learn 
through accidents, and they provide an opportunity 
for people to turn to God for strength and comfort. 

The story is told of a Christian who found himself in a 
hospital but remembered nothing of how he got there. 
He asked a nurse what happened. She replied, “You 
have had an accident and have been severely injured.” 

The Christian replied, 
“Christians do not have 
accidents, they merely 
have happenings!” He 
was naïve we might say, 
but he was trying to look 
at it in a positive way. 
Christians and non-Chris-
tians both have accidents 
but how they deal with 
disappointments makes 
a huge difference. 

Accidents are some-
times part of God’s per-
missive will for us. Some 

accidents can teach us lessons about how to avoid 
accidents in the future or they can teach us how to re-
spond in difficult situations. Whatever the reason for 
the accident, God can work through the situation to 
help us and others. Even an accident is an opportu-
nity for us to help others who have had them and also 
an opportunity for us to trust God to somehow work 
some good through what happened to us. The Bible 
promises, “We know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Another way 
of putting this is that we know that “in everything” God 
works for good for those who love Him. Accidents are 
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not good in themselves. But even in things that are 
not good, in things that are discouraging, in things we 
cannot change, God can bring something good into 
our lives if we take it to Him and trust Him to help us. 

One Christian man with a broken neck was at first 
reluctant to have the neck brace removed. It had 
given him so many opportunities to let people know 
how God worked through his “accident.” People 
asked about his neck, and he could tell them about 
the goodness of God in his life. When you look at it 
that way, no accident is merely “accidental.”

Surrender your life to God and even accidents can 
become opportunities to let Him work in your life and 
also to help others who are facing the results of ac-
cidents in their lives. “God is my salvation; I will trust, 
and not be afraid” (Isaiah 12:2). “As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gala-
tians 6:10).

The Way, The Truth, The Life

Are you searching for peace and 
purpose in life? Jesus said, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). Have 
you lived in an empty pursuit of prosperity 
and pleasure? You can find the satisfying 
answer in Jesus Christ.

The Way
Jesus Christ is the only way to God. If 

you allow Him, He will show you how to 
quench your thirst for purpose in life.

“And Jesus said unto them, I am the 
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst” (John 6:35).

"For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

The Truth
Many voices in our society offer you 

panaceas for your need. But Jesus Christ 
is the only source of truth, the only safe 
guide through life.

“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12).

“Then said Jesus . . . If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 
and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free” (John 8:31, 32).

The Life
Do you really enjoy life? Do you find 

reason for living? Does peace reign within 
you?

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and 
thy neighbour as thyself” (Luke 10:27).

Jesus also said, “ I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (John 10:10).

“And hereby we do know that we know 
him, if we keep his commandments” (1 
John 2:3).




